(FUSIC

Introduction
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The interpreter and the interpretation in the forest
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What is the interpreter?
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The goal of the interpretation and the goal of the interpreter
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The principles of the interpretation
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The learning steps
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Understanding participants
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Activity examples
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Icebreaking
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Conveying
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Getting to know the forest
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Expressing
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Creating own program
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Non-personal programs
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Personal programs
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Introduction

NPO SATOYAMA is a Non Profit Organization located in the city of Kitakyushu, Fukuoka prefecture. Our mission is to create
sustainable life style in both urban and rural areas by applying the theory of “Satoyama” (permaculture), which utilizes tradi-
tional knowledge along with ecosystem. Our projects are in wide range of fields such as eco-tourism, operation for the envi-
ronmental museum, community development and nature guide. The interpreters as environmental educators have lead these
projects.

NPO SATOYAMA have organized “the interpretation training course” since 2006 at the forest called Yamada Green Zone
and Park that is only 10 minutes drive from downtown of Kitakyushu city. The forest has remained largely untouched over
several decades because it had been utilized as a munitions bunker for US and Japanese militaries. This untouched forest
was opened to the public in 1972. Based on this environment, it is considered that the interpreters play an important role in
preserving the forest and helping to provide a channel for the city residents to feel closer to nature. We expect these inter-
preters to convey the attraction and importance of nature through various activities to provide explanations and environmen-
tal education regarding nature.

Through this training course, the skills of planning and implementation for the interpretation are developed as well as com-
prehensive communication skills. We compiled the 8 years experiences and knowledge from the training course, which has

facilitated by an instructor Takeshi Kobayashi, into the booklet.
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